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THOMAS PAINE 



AUTHOR OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

(By C. Amory Stevens.) 
■smw /-piio.MAs painf. bora at Thetford, Bngland, 1787, 

I Visited Ann m ica in 1774, In I TV*", he pttb- 

K^e^fA?s!I * I'shed "Common Sense," winch iron the friend 

r^y^ylif|jl ship of Washington. .Jefft i>on, Franklin. Lafa> 

I\Vh I $W/*££~^Jl , K '" , < i:i/ ' M " 11 • Coagresi 

A V\S//f/^»fe11 a l'l'<»intcd Iii") S» cretjir; of Fnivimi Allans. In 
jr^lM FrE gd '" s ~ •'»' visited Franc. . winv h, km k an active 
|[i|v5i l ^^^ N ^^j( l' n ' ni na'ioc.'s polit'c> also. In 17:»1 he 

l\ i published tic "Rights of Man" the most famoui 
at all replies 10 Burkes "Reflections on the 
French Revolution." In lT'.H' be was admitted to the National 

Convention of France, having boon invited to represent no less 

than toW different d itHctl Of that country. In :ha: convention 

he supported the Republican Girondists. At the trial of Lonli xvi 
t i mas Paine generouslj proposed what would nave none honor 

tO France, had it la en re. pied, 'he Offering to the Kins Of an 
asylum in Ann riea. That proposp ion. however, gnva offense, and 

in i7!«: Rob eo p 'erc eaneed him to be ejected from tin oonvontkm 
and thrown into |»rison. professedly beeuuse he was a foreigner. 
Doring ble Imprisonment, h. wrote moel of his "Age of Reason," i 
rational arganien4 sgalnst Atheism and Church superstition, but 
strongly ■npportlng deism. After fourteen monthi of Imprlaonmenl 
ha was rele as ed thn.ug the interossai o of tin ameiieea govarn* 

m. if and reinstate:! to his |4 at in the convention. In IKU2 he 
re turned bO tin United Stales, where, in New York, in IMt, be 
oloat i all aa< tnl life, 

Such is | bri t record Of the lile of Thomas Paino. He stands 
on the page < f blatory as the one individual who mora than any 

other »as balpad to free the world from superstition and mental 

slavery. He nil] ateO be recollected as anions the foremost who 
opposed the count* rl it divinity of kinns md who inspired end 
started the first gnat : i publ ic> Of 'he earth. In our nation his 
«ffor!s were specially helpful ami Opportano. Amcttf the import- 
ani n forms and estal I sled prlnolplee <>t hotter gov rnm« ut that 
now mark its BMrt< and pride, are thoaa that Thomas Paine was 
prominently anions the first to Introduce i?nd advocate. Aniens 

■neb are t • abolition of slavery, free and general ednontioni the 
abolition of arlnn>ganltare 4 tin right of women to their wages, to 

own their clothes, and hold property in their own name; also the 

abolition of doellng. He w;i- a strorm advocate of Internationa] 
arbitration, bumenelj and uieel] leekhig to Iceeen the horror or 

war and wa-te <>f treasure. 

Dnring the american Revolution, wh n rreedom .md advancing 

civil /at ion were hansins in the balance, at it v r\ darkest hour 

his was t e strongest Individual p n that encouraged and by the 
light of reeooti ted t<> tooc c e a , Pnlne'i pttbllabed pamphlet of 
'Coinmon Sense" w is the Krai ami itrongeal plea to nulla and lead 
tin* American people to Independence. They sousiit offglaallly 
only to defend and procure their Kght ai Coionieti ignlant Royal 
oppression. Even Waehlngton bad previously declai d strong)] 
agalnet the idee of American Independence. 

In 177.". Paine wrote and publish* d in one of his artichs. thus: 
"I Insitate not for a moment to believe tha' t'e Alm'ghty will 

anally neparate America from Britain. Call *' Independence or what 
yen woii, if it la the emu* of Qod end Humanlt] it will mo on." 
so strong wns the merM and Influence of that artiole that We h 
Ington, in January, 1776, wrote, lo»wlt ; a Pen more of inch Mam 
Ing argumenti as wen exhibited a( Falmouth and Norfolk, aided bj 
the sound doctiinei and iinanawerable reasoning contained in the 
pamphlet, 'Common Sense', will nc( have Dumben si a lost to A 
eide upon tii** propr let) of i Deration." in April of tb • same 
Washington again wrote. "By private letfc i, whkft i bare Intel) 
received from Virginia, i And Common Sense 1 u workini i « >nd i 
fui change there la ths minds of mtay men." Bn( three months 
biter American Indep ndence s/ai declared. la tha same year, and 
hul i fen moinh subsequently, Pa'ne, i soldier la the make ai 

Fort Lee. gnd alter tha retreal Of the Continental Army across 

Ken Jersey, wrote his Brat article known as the "Crisis", with the 
Introductory, 'These ire t be nuns which try men's souln Tha 
summer soldier and the uneblnc patriot srlll in tali crisis shrink 
from in. service of his country; but he that itanda hi i' aon de 
serves 'in- love and thanks of man and woman/ 1 1 1 that despond- 
ent time, general^ circulated ai that article nas, ami ;ii-<> bj ti., 
command of Washington read to the American soldier before they 
croasod tfce Delnwan and sttacked the He I'nns, nno can meaaure 
wiiii- Inaplrtng Influence that aoble pies of Thomas Paine had on 
American destlu) and .ill the other Republic! nnd growing oirill 
intloa of the world thai have bean educated by amerleaa suooenm 



Not onl: nm Pa'ne'l pen. from tha start to the finish, in the 
SCtlve Service of 'hat great Dense, but his limited purse was also 
op« n io ii W in n ai . r mam diseourasins reverses, Washinston 
was Obliged tO inform t • Pennsylvania Assembly that he was 

destitute of supplies and thai his troopi threatened mutiny, Thomas 
Paine, clerk of the Assembly, called Phlladelphiani together, sus- 

gested the Relief Bubacription, and from his scanty means started 
ii with flre hundred dollars. The appreciation of Paine's service In 
the Struggling cause of American freedom was well expressed by 
our drsl Attorney Ceneral. Fdmund Randolph, He declared that 

Imerican [ndependence mas due rust to tha misrule q| George in., 

end second to I »• rational and inspirins words of Thomas Paine. 

When la our gratitude we recoiled the brave sword of Washington 
let us never forget the mighty pen of Thomas Paine, 

Thomas Paine being ro far ahead of the general intelligence 
of his d ty, Miii« ri ii form 'he Ignorance ami superstition of that sgs 

As time advances and civ ili/at 'on advances, his memory is more 

end more revered by Intelligently reflecting minds. That growing 
change is shown b| the fact that so many and Increasing eumbers 

are anxious to comim niorate the natal da> <f him who described 

m bli llf< ohjeot and made it b»i •lie work: "The world is my 
country; to no good is mj religion." That humanity, philosophy 
and relison in the Judgment of the intellisence of our day marks 
the highest plane of civilised num. 

The Ignorant and tha tphtming always have been and will be 

e/|th an The name of Thomas Paine, as others who have actively 
tided civilisation, Ii oven still tha enduring target of the petty 
marksmi a, Who but ■ scheming and anjotlaticnl politician ami be 
arch idoiator, would stoop so i«»w to gather church votes or 
believe that be » aid enlarge bli reputation by falsely and evenly 
sbsurdlj In our day defaming so honored a hero in the cause of 
humanlt) and so Intellectual gssat anions men, Todd) Roosevelt, 

M exceptional, hnlf-c-ivili/ed Twentieth Century product, won that 
anenvlabl distinction when be described la print Thomas Paine 
u a nlth) little Ithelst" Those who realize how angrateful, how 
untruthful and cowardij thnt uncorrected defamation, seeking to 
belittle so noble i character, deed and *<> strongly living, are 

not surpii Sd to note that the personal veracity of that author is 
V nally in his life affairs ohallenged, Koosevelt might have, 
with as much truth, declared thnt Washinston. Lincoln, Jefferson. 

PYanklin, Bmerson or Whlttler :m<i other of tha best repreeenta- 
ttrei of olvlllnitlon, pant and present, nere but "Hit hy little 

Uhelata." What I refreshing and marly contrast to that slander 
i the declaration of Rooaevelt'i •uperior and senior. Andrew Jack- 

IOn, Who, in bli dny, Mid: •Thomas Paine needs 00 monument 
made by hands; he has erected | monument In the l eans of all 
eere 0 f liberty." It is ■ and case of politics and church when 
either tat nft or prieetoraft seek to change honest trub hn his- 

tor: But the SChemeri < I both Church and State have ever sousht 

close alh'.ncc. 

So really Intelligent mind was ever an Atheist: "Who made 
tboi tarar nai Napoleon'i reply to tha doubter. The wonders 
of botti Armanent and earth prove overwhelmingly ■ Mister Creator 
;md ensa i forever the absurdity of atheism. 

Xatur. and Scetice both prove I supremch wise first Cause. 
C-,11 ii Qod Of Nature or what you will. It is our STOatCOt te.acher. 
With human reason and observation to snide, it unmistakably ex- 
poeei Church errors and ciafi. Thomas Palm- was md even a 
modes! Agno*tlC He was plainly and unmistakably a Deist, a be- 
, In | rjod, snd h'l Ctod I higher ideal than the Roosevelt 

I ,, lard Utbougb giving the Church credit for its duea, ha being 

In ; M |\;iim.' of hil any, saw the future more ciearly. Fortified with 

the courage that ttrong reason .and tha spirit of Justice humfre, his 
dutj appeared plain and Its execution rlgoroualy commanding, 
ii,. challenged the Church Btnu and 'i to show error in his reason- 
ing or wrong In bli humanity. They all tr'ed by fair means and bv 
foul put entlrel] failed Through his victory, the world finally 
won* and Ii still winning, How could lucta i mind, following the 

hdgbest Gtod Ideal! known to mm— Justice and humanity -credit or 

endorse ihi 4dam and Bve myth borrowed from previous dark ago*. 

or tin- blaephemj Of the Immaculate Concejition. or the allege<1 

i ■urrectlon < f ■ mortal Christ, or an Imagiaary Efanven as i future 

|M ,.,,,„ |] fof th< scheming elect and alert, well knowing as he did 

thai men were bnt the work of Priest sad Kiagarafl la namblnn* 

H u for power. 

'i homas Pa'ne was humanely wise He taught us to acquire 

knowledge, to gTOW mentally free and Strong and to live as good 
Htisens making the most of the living present and not wasting 
tin* or vitality dreaming or worrying OVSf the wisely veiled 

Unknowable. 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



PHILOSOPHY OF MONISM MUST BE APPLIED TO SOCIOLOGY 



PREFACE AND OPENING CHAPTERS OF DR. HAUSMAN'S GREAT WORK <>N 
APPLIED TO HITMAN LIFE AND SOCIAL ORDER 



EVOLUTION AS 



Limitations <>f Human Knowledge, What Are Facts, 
W'lia/ Is Science.— Definition of Life and Tie 
Origin.— Theory of Evolution* 



( By Dr. A. Btfmoan. ) 

PREFACE. 

The last four hundred years bave added m new oonti 
nent to the habitable portion <>t' our planet, changing the 
physical taped <»t' the world and giving origin to new and 
vast locial organisations. The anniversary of ilns import 
;mi event, the discovery <>f America, has been celebrated in 
a manner worthy <•!' the great nation which represents the 
physical ai well as 1 1 ** - intellectual hegemony on the western 
hemisphere. But would the mere discover} of the land 
alone !»»• a cause for rejoicing, would the transplantation 

of the inhabitants from the mother t ntry upon the virgin 

><>il have been sufficient to give birth t<> n nation of such 
material ;m<l intellectual attainments the one who i1<»;in 
the star :m<l stripe banner, tin- acknowledge I emblem of 
liberty all over the world) Most assuredly not [f t 1 1 < * 
branches of the "I I society, grafted upon the new soil, had 
imt produced better fruit, this country would n<»t be lit t<> 
live in for the majority of it- present inhabitants. The 
savage aborigines were superior beingi compared with the 
Christian fanatics who first invaded the country. They 
possessed the brutal instincts of the inferior race, coupled 
with neater intellect : 1 1 1 < 1 physical power, and therefore 
more capable of inflicting harm and injury. Something 
more was necessary to create ;i great nation, and it has 
been found: The past four hundred years have witnessed 
not only 1 1 1 « - discovery of new land, but alia ' new i«lc;i*. 

Any person of moderate intellect knows that tlio 
world moves, that the »-<>lc>ti;il bodies 1 1 fixed stars, 
change their relative positions in the universe, and the 
planets their position relative t«> the central sun, around 
which they travel in ii\<<l orbits, ;m<l to each other. II<- 
further knows that we occupy tli<' surface <»f the earth, ;\ 
member of the small group of planets revolving around 
the sun as their common uenter and forming with him the 
solar system, separated from the nearest star by i distance 
far beyond the grasp of our comprehension. Perhaps In* 
has indulged sometimes In meditation, asking himself the 



questions: Why <!<■ we exist I "what i- the object <>t" life! 

where <l«» we come from and where do we go 1 According 
to the conditions surrounding him during the earlier part 
of bis life, he has been impressed with certain virus re- 
garding these questions, usually those comprised within the 
general term <>f "religion/* having in the main the same 
principle, called deity, but differing In the minor <l»'tail-. 
thereby giving origin to s large Dumber <»t" separate de- 
nominations. If he does not permit bis thinking faculty 
to rest at this point and fall int'» "inoeuous deseutude," he 
must observe that the social organisation of men has many 
features in common, irrespective of race, color, language 
and religion, and the social intercourse with people not 
belonging to bis own church, or not professing any religion 

whatever, must further t<;i«'li him mat the re adoption 

of religious tenets <l«><-. w ' afford a standard for the value <>f 
n person as i member of society, A criminal on the 
waffold may be ;i devout Christian and ;i noble hero, sacri* 
Being himself t<» save others, may be an infidel, and pice 
vena* Admitting inch to l><- the t';i»-t , it follows with 
necessity that belief or disbelief does not offer a sufficient 
explanation as i<» the final cause of action, and that i tar 
more powerful siawy iiiusl exist, independent r »i all ex 
t< mal influences which might be brought to bear upon the 
moral consciousness of man. It is impossible to understand 
the laws of society unless we are able to define correctly 
man's position in nature, !»i> relations to the planet upon 
which lie lives, to the animal kingdom and his fellow creat- 
ure- of lii- own race. 

Since the earliest records of history, attempts have 
been made to discover the origin of man, which was invar- 
iably attributed, in a more or less crude manner, to a cause 
lying outside of and foreign to the natural laws, 

During the entire Christian era, i period of nearly 
two thousand years, the history of creation a* related in 

the Bible, has been the prevailing and al st exclusive 

version of the Important event, notwithstanding the pal- 
pable and striking disparity between the presumed divine 
origin of man and the naked facts of bistorv. It was re* 
served for our illustrious century to shed light upon this 
obscure subject and the world is indebted t<> the nonius of 
Darwin for the solution of this grand and important 
problem. 

Owing to the immense scope of the Darwinian theory, 
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embracing within iti boundi all the various branches of 
natural science, physics, chemistry, geology, roology, etc, 
it is bat natural thai thii latest triumph of science is still 
comparatively little understood and appreciated Ever 
and again we encounter groai nuaconeeptknu eoncerning 
the to-called ape-theory, and If people are reluctant in ad- 
mitting the phyaica] relation! between animal and man, 
the) are -till mure unwilling to MckiiMwl.MiL:,- the least 
connection between their intellectual functions, which In 
eaie of man they call soul, for distinction. 

While discussing the theory of desc en t, or similar 
topics, I nave often been confronted by Inappropriate, 
irrelevant questions in lieu of argumente, which merely 
proved that the questioner 9 ! ideas of the »ubject were 
imperfect and confused. This observation first Incited i 
desire to write this book, for the purpose of enabling those 
who seek information and have no opportunity for study- 
ing the original work-, to obtain s general view of the 
theory and the fundamental facts upon which it is baaed. 
The rigid and consequent application of the Darwinian 
theory to our own race and our social institutions, I believe 
to be novel to some extent, for. although fragmentary at 

tempts to bring the laws of society into i rdance with the 

physical laws are promiscuously scattered through liters 
i, re, I have never seen these principles carried out to their 
ultimate consequences. It is true the subject bas been 
treated by some professional thinker-, usually called 
philosophers, to s certain extent, but they have mostly 
adopted such s difficult style and inimbersome phraseology 
M to render the plainest truth obscure and to remind one 
of ti„- famous diplomatist Talleyrand's saying: "Language 
only serves to conceal the thoughts." Many people are de 
tained from investigating the great social question, which 
concerns everybody, merely from fear and modesty, bains 
tfraid of trespassing upon the sacred prerogatives of phil 
osophy and mistrusting their ability to think and reason 
for themselves. For the benefit of these, In order to 
dispel their groundless fear snd timidity, I shall introduce 
:i brief synopsis of the principles of knowledge, upon which 
; ( || icience and philosophical speculation! are based. 
The whole subject, for the sake of better understanding, 

will he treated in two different parts, the Brsl • referring 

to man's position in nature, the second one to the relations 
of man to man. 

PART I. 
Relation* <>( .!/"/< to Nature, 



en iPTBR i. 
Human Knowledge >i"<l tt* Limit*, 

All human knowledge depend* "/"<// /Ac perfect uniformity 
of fin organ* of §enee t i ipeeiaUy (he eye. 

Although it is ;i well known fact that no two personi 
are perfectly alike, it i^ nevertheless true that the imprea 



Hon. they receive from the outside through the means of 

their Benses are exactly the same. Thus, for instance, the 

eye may differ in color, liac and power, but the transmission 
of visual rays from the object emitting the Light to the organ 
of consciousness, the brain, takes place in accordance with 
invariable optical laws, The right of two personi may differ 
in range or power, but the perception of form and color 
will he precisely the same; nobody ever sees the moon 
square, the sky red, the leaves blue, etc. It is the same 
witli the rest of <>iir scnacs, hearing, feeling, sme l lin g, tast- 
ing; they must agree in the quality of their functions, 

though th. v may differ in range of perception, for without 
this uniformity the application of general terms to sensuous 

perceptions wilh infinite subtle irradations, would be an 
utter impossibility. Of course, abnormal or pathological 
conditions, U color blindness for instance, eannot be 
considered, nor must the purely physical functions of the 
Senses, the conveying «»f external impressions t • the seat of 

the intellect, be confounded with the effect of these im- 
pressions upon the recipient, the individual, and the Suhsc 
quent re-action, which finds expression in attraction or dis- 
like towards the cause. Two persons looking at a picture 

will receive the same impression in regard to form ami eolor 

from the mechanical distribution <>f paint upon the eanvaa, 

hut the sensation produced upon their intellect may be 
directly opposite, the one may lil«'. the other may detect it. 

The -train- of music Strike the ear with the same rhythm, 
the number of S0Ultd waves required to produee a eer f ain 

tptie being g ov er n ed by mathematical la we, but their effeet 
upon various perai dj may be entirely different. 
What aU />< reons perceive through their senses in the sawis 
manner ere fade. To ae ceH nin the rrlation* 
between facie, it Science, 

Nothing exists Tor us of which no information has 

been received by our consciousness through the gates of our 

lenses. I' follows that our knowledge, our intellectual 

capacity Is confined within the boundaries of lensnous per- 
ception. Vision is the moat oomprehenaive of our senses, 

the only one which telil US <»f distant world* besides "in- 
own little earth. Space and magnitude are limitless natural 

conceptions, hut with the furthest visual range of the 

telescope and the greatest magnifying power of the micro- 
seope we arrive at the boundaries of our intellectual domain. 

We can neither grasp the infinity of space nor the finitcness 
of bodies, for the conception of a body implies the existence 
of form, and form can be divided a<rain and ajrain, infinite- 
ly The aaaumed existence of smallest particles, atoms, in 
physics and chemistry is therefore merely a conventional 
expediency, convenient to explain certain phenomena, to 
form theories, for tn reality we eannot imagine bodies of 
whatever size or shape which theoretically could not be 
divided. Tf we want to be candid, we must admit that our 

faculty <»f comprehending and thinking does not extend 
beyond the conception of form. This removed, nothing 
remains but a vacuity, a blank in our mind, devoid of 
meaning. The objection might be raised that natural forces 
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exist that are imperoepl ibis to light And yet whose existence 
oould not be denied; for in instance, to-wit; electricity, 

linht, heat, gravity, etc True i«m »ui»h, hut equally true that 

these mysterioui forces reveal thenuelvei i<> m only through 
the mediation of the senses :tn< I that beyond these tangible 
proofi of their exiitenee we know Absolutely nothing about 
their true esscnoe and eharaeter. It muat be further <-<»u 
ceded that immediate sensuous perceptions are often 
erroneous and have to be oorreeted At the leat of intellect 
reeeiTing them, but these oorreetiom eonaist merely in the 
application of former ixperienoes, Acquired through t In* 
same medium. 

There arc people, however, who claim superior mental 
faculties, not confined within the narrow compass of i 
material world, but capable of obtaining intelligence from 
an Immaterial, supernatural iphere by appealing to their 
own "inner consciousness." Thii method of learehing for 

the la<t cause is known under tin* presumptuous Dame of 

"abstract or speculative philosophy," snd ii- value for the 
Advance of science and civilisation cannot be better illns- 
trated than by quoting tin* words of i German philosopher, 
who plaintively exclaimed in his dying hour: "There was 

but one man in thii world who undent 1 me, end he 

misunderetood me." 

CB iPTEB XL 
Definition of Lift. Origin of Life, Evolution of Or* 
gome Forms from ike Primitive < < //. Darwinian Theory, 

WHAT IS LIFE1 Organic bodies are composed of 
the same primeval elements as the earth and her Atmosphere* 
They lubsist on the lame material during life time and after 
death the elements return to 'heir original source, the earth. 

Life, therefore, is nothing hut a physical prOOOSI taking 

place on the surface of the earth under the influence of the 

sun's heat and liirht. It forms an integral part of our 

planet, representing i phase In its history. If the univer- 
sally adopted theory of the origin of our solar feystem from 

a rotating mass of IncAndesoent gas, is true, it follows with 
necessity that our globe must have been in a condition at 
one time which made the existence of life, as we know it, 
an utter impossibility. If it is further true that the iun 

is growing colder and, after millions of years, will become 
extinct Altogether, and if the mOOU is, SO to Speak, a dead 

planet, demonstrating i state which all the other planets 

must reach s icr or later, it docs not seem audacious to 

predict, that a time will come when life oeaSCi to »-\i-t on 

earth. A single individual represent! an infinitesimal part 
of life, the brief span of it- existence on earth may he ex- 
pressed in days ami years, the life of a whole class of 
organisms i- reckoned by geological epochs, but for life as 
an entity we have no measure, no standard for comparison. 

We have no idea of the age of life; we do no' know when 
it was horn, HOT when it will die. lint will it diet No, 
there is no death in the universe. Sun and earth may 

grow cold and dark and all organic beiugi may perish, but 

there is no annihilation; the el.in. iit> remain and continue 
in DgW combinations and forms. Life ami death are 



merely phases in the eternal cycle of universal molecular 

ID01 einenl. 

Slow did LIFE ORIGINATE! We know that life 
i- alwayi associated with or bound t.» a certain albuminoid 
ttubstanoe, peculiar in it- chemical composition, known as 
• protoplasms*" Such organic matter cannot exist at a 
temperature exceeding that of boiling water, without losing 
its identity a- a living organic lubstanoe, and ii only a 

logical conclusion !<• a — nine that it could not exist as long 
M the earth WSJ in a -tale of intense heat. A. what time 

an I through what mystic potencies the dementi joined for 
tin- tirsf time in the formation of organic lubstanoe, we do 
not know; hut it scouii reasonable to luppose that the same 
physical forces iustaining and multiplying life in the 
present, oould generate it in the past We see mineral 
substances Arrange themselves with wonderful accuracy 
into the regular tides and faces of i crystal, in obedience 
to some unknown law, why should thej not Assume the, to 
our eye, Irregular form of organic matter! Indeed, we 
have ii" alternative; wp must either Accept the theory of a 
natural origin of life, through the Agency of the same 

known and unknown laWI which govern the world at the 

present date, or quit thinking over the lubject Altogether. 
It do«-s not help matters to invoke the Assistance of a god 
and speak of creation; we cannot attach an\ ideas to these 
terms, and empty wordi solve no problems. We are unable 
i • i conceive the act of creation, because we do uot see Any- 
thing Arise from nothing nor do we see Anything reduced 
to nothing; The idea of creation is -imply impossible, and 
I consider it a more candid and honest policy to admit 
the imperfection of our knowledge than to pretend to till 
a blank in our mind by using an expression without 
An) material lubstimtum and utterly devoid of meaning; 

THEORY ok EVOLUTION, Though we cannot 
soli • the problem of ipontaneoui generation, this cirounv 
itance d<.»> not interfere with the establishment «»t* the 
theory of evolution, for our ignorance in regard to the 
origin of the first organism does not detract a particle from 
the chain of evidence by which the subsequent development 
of the higher formi from the primeval Ancestor i^ demon* 
strated. The old biblical tradition of the creation of the 
world can lay no olaimi to scientific recognitioiL The nam 

live i- -imply a fairy Story for children And as tru-t 

worthy ss the wonderful transmutations of na n int.. animals 
at the , maud of a might} wizard, that form- inch an at 

tractive feature for childish Imagination. We cannot com 
prehend creation, because we do not know of Any Analogous 

process, hut we can grasp a theory in perfect harmony with 
natural phenomena. According t.» which the present animals 

and plant- are descended from and developed out of a 
primitive organism; that the process of evolution com 
meneed with the beginning of organic life, when and where 

We do not know: that it continues uninterrupted in the 

present and will come to an end in the future, when and 

where we do not know. 

(To be continued | 
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Persistence of 

i. tt.e i-to^u/ •-e«&t r**d ro.vci io-day t 
tvc.y owe..t.*t a. .a Hnnoso»jner 
y^ou.d Swing at toe ^nd or 
a Ro :c. 

(uy l>r. j. i . uowu a. j 
*| in* MMl ol iV%Tj UUTIM hundred and 

•UU>-bV4 - ">«' ueautiiui fearth C4>mpletfci 

us )0*m*J around tin maj< M if sun, UM 
par* lit 01 us all; auu dunng lais brtol 1" r 

,<,ti liny nuuon DHso, wo.u. n and children 

,.ave ccmpKUd tuv journey ui lite, auil 
BOM i.ack mto i In- bo.->oni ol Nature from 
'ii > 0UM| and are soon Ion \ <t 
tl .igot;en. 

Daring the more than Bra hundred ihou- 

HUUl years <d man | sojourn on the earth, 
trillion! oi human b« iugs have com. ami 
g. lie, and ol this mil and inconceivable 
numi» r, only a lew aie embalmed in th* 

DMfnorj oi 1 1 * * - living, 
on a ran until ifcrat ol paper eni i>. 

writ ; « n tin- niBIH oi <ver\ man and wom- 
an in t he history of the worlu, who liave 

mad*- the progrei ol the met p o oal blo; a 

lew men and wonn n have Eongbt all tlM 

bnUtof agataat ■uporntltion; Bad it not 
beta tor the Immortal ton who toogbt ami 
,n,,i in their beroic itrngglo to b ra n ! the 
pow< r of ii"' i Ide mi monnt< i el aopernti« 
tton, otTillsnUofl would >iiii bt looked up 

in th«- womb of the 1 ui u i « . 

Tl infinite bleiitagi uontorred apon thi 

human mOt B) a tew brave hp ii and BOMe 

ironn n hare all boon achlorad aithout 
■heddlni om drop of bumnn blood; tnoir 
only weapons have boon the bot tl e m i of 

ronton and tin* torch of science. 

This little bond of ImmortjU men have 

ran ied the torch of MSil m • into ev.-rv 

land, and under the a t a l n l eai Bog of rennon, 
the) bore marched througo nil the < In rlon 
oanturlea, iheddlng light win re nil before 
voi larteeni] their Big itnndi lot aiithat 

is gOOd and BON in the ||fe of tin n ami 
Of nations; it has 04 raff B4 en Gained witll 

blood, nor wei with 1 1 nn 

BlOt from the records ol' tin human race 
the achievements of the heroic few who 
have perished in the Haines, in dUllgOWll 
and in exile for their devotion to Mia, 
and the whole earth today would be env.l 
oped iii a man 1 1, of darkness, ami the en 
tire human race w . Bid Btlll be li\ Ing in the 

oOai uid enw s of invngerj 1 railroad, 
the ■tenmiMp, the tel. graph, the telephone, 

ihe phonograph, the sewing machine, the 
reaper and mower, the trolley car, the ele< 
trie light, ami all the nMKitttdinoOl arts 
and IndnotrlOl that now fill the world with 
comfort. Joy and happiness, would still be 
loeked up in the womb of the future. 
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Superstition 

Copt j nit us, QgJtlOO, girraiOl, Uruno, li> 
pafia, fcpinoza, \oltaire, PUnO, Jetoraon, 

Draper, rrnahita and Ingornoli now not 
oorn no die; then- nan.- 1 ore ni Imperii! 

able as the stars; 100) are a part ot the 

immortal nambor ol the real redeemer! 
ami mvlori ot the haman rnoei throagb 

ah thi centuries that are yet to come they 

w.n remnin embalmed la toe gmtetol beorti 
i ums of an th- g. n< rotloni that 

are rat M be, and their memory will be 

rorared when the loot man itanding ou the 

iMafgnl shore of time shall sing the re- 
quiem of earth. 

I no j ipottt aii their dnyi and aacrlfloed 
thoh Urai ti^iuin^ the pjodi and v,ho*\* 

and d. vils of supei sti! ion. WhOM OHttOl 
■gOiaot bttOMHUU] would till a book a thOVr 
sand tlBM I lOTgl r thOO thl Hol| Bible ol 
BHh ami tnbh I, rrOJD WhiOB the devotei-s 

i f iam raUtlon aortve their nnthorltj 

mil and onomra mankind. 

with Bendloh ntroelt] and mmllgnltXi 
nearly ail the groat men and noble women 

M toll as ii.. J appear, d in ihe world, have 
l > « - n cruelly put to death, and . rory book 

oontnSning on) nnofnl Infornmilon bni boon 
eonnnmod In reloaUeu Rnanea, kindled i» 
the bloody hnndi of thi in nrtlOM dofotom 
. i inperU ition. 

Bran nation oi Hi.- Bortfa bni boon oiirnod 
b) thli Ertghtful monit( r, ami Iti whole bin- 
tor) down to t ins moment i.~ ttlk d ■ Ith m> 
ipeohmhli eorroi and agon] tor 'lie whole 

human family; this h\ di a-i tondod devil of 
superst iii. ,n kill* d live million nn n. VOmet 
and childn n in thl wars of the CW I0d> 
I,, >eeuiv an MBpi) hole iii the grOOnd, 

■ ii, n the Qod of the universe is inppoied 
to bnra bet d buried at the olooi of bii lite 

I p , arth M I Onrpontl r la Palestine. 

Tins Qorgon^onded monntor Killed one 

million Arians beCOUM thO) refused to 
abandon t I0UT bollof 10 001 Cod. and accept 

the .locum.- < i the Trinity! or three godi 
in om god; it ■inoghtered with nondtia 

Otraelt) om minion Wahh use., Albi^en^-. 

Hogenoti and Nothorlnnd Ininrginti; this 
terrible monster, inperitltlon, Rillod nit>" 

million innoc. nt men and women for the 
imaginary crime of w itch craft , and with 
unutterable >a\a^.r> ami barbarous criml 
ty, put twelve million of the innocent na 
lis, | of Hie New Worn! to d< ftth lOBg after 

coiumbus dinnworad ameriea. 

If this blood> beast of superstition bhd 

thi power to.iav. iran phllonopnor and 

sci. ntist in the whole world would BOW 
Of iwinglllg at Hie end of a tope tgatOBld 
tO i gibbet, or thO) wouhl be slowly put 
M ,i. ith in the foul air of filthy dungeons: 
OUT homes wouhl be filled with ghosts. Imps 



Mid devils; and wizards ami witches would 
s.ill be to.meniing us. The iii. s i,l porse 

i m , nat rednot d to aah< i UtM i, Jerome, 

WycLfT and Savanarolla. would be re- 
hlndlod, and the higher entlcs of today, 
win, are honestly trying to separate the 
p Id from the dross in th- Holy Book, 
would noon be rednood to aahoi with bobm 
and Dngot 

I wish I had the power to impress all the 
people of the earth with tin- intinite in.poi 
tame of completing the lOOTed WOTh so 
grnndlj and nobly carried forward by the 
v, ineyi and HomboMtn, tin- Hnmoi ami the 
Qlbbono, th.- Drnpen ami the HaeekeM, and 
their Immortal oo-workori who have se- 
eured tor us orarj bliaaing that we now 
enjoy. 

II the people now living had to endure 

the ngonlei ami the horroti inflicted ipoa 

our ancestors by the pHoetl of superstition 
dur iik ail tin' long, dark Bight Of thl middle 
Ogl s, and down to the OOglnBtBg Ot I I 

Blneteenth century. whe n the prieeti «-t 
ittpt tuition ruled the entire world, it 
would be Infinitely better tor irary man 

unman Md ebild to OOgUttlt MloldO, ami 
Bud p. ace in tBl e.ei mil Sleep ef death. 
Only a little over a humlr d >ears Bfl)0 

and Blmo I within th • memor) of aged m n 

now llTlng, there came an BXil I to the BOt 

pltobli iborei of the Uaked Btntoa, obom 

labors for the human race w re Infinite!) 
MOre valuable ih m all the gold ami sih. r 
that w« re ev. r dng from the n. wels ol the 
onrtlL This man repudiated the godl ami 
,|. | |u am! ghosts of sup.-i st it ion. and by 

worihlpplag at the sacred ahrini of Na- 
ture, lie beeami one , \ the imnaortnl found 
tra ot the ennobling sedence of ehemlatry 

II,. discovered the 01 osit ion Of He at 

moaphora, irhlch bad a aeoied »»«»<»k 

thltmgfl thO countless centuries; he 

dlaoovered earbOBk aofd, a dendl) poi>oti 

i,, animal life, but an aaentMJ food for 
BV( H ■ ■ ad pUnt in the world: he die- 
,.,)V« h d that the man and the tree ItfOd BJ 

breoihlBg aneh other's bream; le boiooi 

, ,. d wn> it is that our mothers, our wives 

Qtt f dnajghten attend their Bowori with 
i ,h ronton etaaoly akin to ti. i naorod aoa 

tin,, nt of friendship 

At the time when he made his discovery 
Ot OZygeB and carbonic acid, all Kun Bl was 
boaottOd with superstition, and pestilence 

tomlni *< te sweeping over the Inmd 
with a beeoaa of tor) ami dent rnonton; thi 

BlgB, the do^s, the cats, the ll.rses. the 

cattle, the nmn. women and chddron all 

lived together in the same BUaornhli abodes 

;tl!l | w, re dying by hundreds of thousand^ 

b) brenthtng d. ad.y p<.is' d of oarbonie 

;|( id in tnob other's breath, and creating 
the richest soil for He growth of the germs 
of pesiihuce. 

The OOble sciences of MUlltntfOB ami ven 
ttlotlOn Vera a Sealed book to the devotees 
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of superstition, and for opening these 
hooks and filling lea world aMB light, 10 
infuriat.d moh ol sn an who had Ixper 
ienccd Hi. • agonies < ! Hi.' second I). rill, 

■arroaaded the hon <>r tac Ulaatrkmi end 
Immortal Joeeph Prieetly ami burned ii to 

asln s, and all his books ami ma n u script s 
and laboratory went up in smoke, and lm 
was pursued lik.- a wild Im.isi, Ian CCCapod 
his furious pursuers, and dually embarked 
upon a ship and sailed for the N m World, 
where he was C/elOOmed with open arms l»\ 
l'aine, Franklin ami .l.d'f. i son when he 
reach* d III." hospitable shores Ol ihe I Ik IT * « 1 



FEATURED CORRESPONDENCE BE- 
CAUSE OF ITS IMPORTANCE TO 
THE CAUSE OF HUMANITY 
AND THE BLADE. 



Cranberry Center, Wis. 
All hough I have been reading the Blue 

(.rass Blade bn near!) tea reare, i nave 

not, as \et, said one w rd In lis praise, <<: 
otherwise, nut l now d. em n i dot) t>l 
mine to thaak you moMi oordlull, toi ill 
1 1 . goo i roar pain r bai i<>ue lor m • aud 
mine. An atmoapherc of pood • \h ■ it and 
n > com. s about us with the arrival <'i <\ 
»ry weaeri laeue, ami each at us anal u Ij 

a wail its coming. II' \oiir pap. Siai 'hue 

no mora than ehaaajai the mind »r our 

bright, little girl, on religion, ii has don 
. nough. 

The Utile girl of whom I ipeak, now liv- 
ing with us, is the sixth motherless child 
We have taken to our home, care t> i ana 

educated aad ae are nerfoetl) aatiafled 

witli the result and we are quite sure that 

each of the children ae bare reared tee) 

I he same w a\ . 

We nave been li\ing here, in the wilder 

ness. tor aaarl] fori > yeare. w hen lloeeii 

as it is said, had lived that length of t in., 
in the wilderness, he ga?C the PUOplc «>' 
Israel, either liis own or god s law, ami 1 
think it opportune to change Of modify 
t hem somewhat. I wish you would stml> 
them over, and if found worthy. use 
them. 

I was sorry that I could cot help \ou 
when you made that appeal | >h<ui time 
ago, but I am going to send >ou a n< w 

subscribei- or two. We great!) admire the 
pictures. 

TEN NEW COMMANDMENTS. 

Or Laws for the People from the Wilderness 

I We have no other gods besides our 
selves. 



Slates, Where he died in exile ( ■ the sacred 
soil of I'eiinsy Ivania. 

No venomous icrpeati i ii have ever 
been dlecorered in oeaci aaetea, ami no 
ferockma beaati nave aver i> ca found m 
tangled forests, that even approximate the 
savagery oJ the soi.inu end anciifled dc- 

rotaee who worship at the altar <f the gods 

and <e Vlll and Ghosts of -oiuerst it ion. 

BOH long! Oi how |0B| will it yei be. 
before mankind will 1 urn thai our Bghl 
Xaalaei superstition and igm ranee |g | 
•acred tight tot I higher and acbler Civil- 
ization'.' 

Muncie. Ind. 



I. We do not curse our n.nefaciors. 

::. .Make ha\ while the IOC ■Oteea, and 
b- evarj man make his own ua\ Of rCCt, 

I. We honor our paramtl When honor is 
uue them. 

;.. We kin no atmaa being, big at little. 
•;. We get divorced win a mie^aated 

7. \\. eteal when hunger and misery 

oompel u>. 

s. We do not speak evil of I 0T neighbors. 
!». We never OOVel anything that does not 
belong to us. 

in. We have no desire lor our neighbor s 

wife, aired mam, or maid. 

J. W. KRU8CHKK. 

BRIGHT THOUGHTS FROM A CHILD. 



Impressions Rece.ved from a (.ireful Read 
ing of the Bible by an Eleven-year- 
old G.rl. 



1 am a girl elevtn years of age. Was 
babtiaed in the church 1 wan raised as a 

Chrtetlaa. Was bora in Qerniaay. 1 was 

very unfortunate, as I was left without a 
mother. I nave lived in .si. Louie, and also 

in England; then e/e moved i.> < hicngo and 
from there w, moved on a farm in Wie- 
oonain. If) rather, iletej and brother all 

vveut awa\. and my fa; her found I place 
lot me lo .^i a\ . 

The p. Ople bare are lib< rail Wli. n I 

came bare i c/aa roUgioua, but than i bad 
never read the Bible excepting the carta 
i was toid to read, i have artttoa down 
lever al nanaagec, ii leemi to me the Lore 
bee ao maa) nimee he roalh don't anon 

which is his right name. The Bible l hoi 
OBghl) load would make ans L>erCOn a liber* 
al if the) had any sense at all People who 

can believe each noaaeaec can believe moat 

an\ thing. As soon as tie people In re arc 
able to afford it I will be a scholar of the 

lib. hi school for i enjoy reading •claaHm 
W( rh . 

In school 1 am rcadleg a hook by Hie 



nam*' of I'ilgrim s 1'rogress. It is the 
rtdlcalOOj hook theie is 1 think it a 
ITMT) loohsn book. I would lainer worsn ji 

a i rich, Ear it oaa i»«- put to meaj uses, nut 

b< Lord tlod Almighty, Jehovah, leaious, 
1 Am, Off whatever he calls I; ims.lt*. doe-; 
no good. Bverj night e/e read the Blbll 
I most always do the reading for Pn'fl Cf 
light ll poor. W'e have nearly ttnishei the 
book of Kzekiel. It is the worst hOOh and 

such ooneime. 

I don't In the least understand abou in s 
abeel business Kzekiel 1st C»'ap.. I |een 
the time when Ood VTOta this had too 

maa) whecii in his i.ads, oi- h- bad inieti 
ioo i meh of the i mning Been. 

i am reading the BShM m \A aoaM like 
*o ui\e ni> ..pinion cf the U ble from time 
to time if it wou'd phase you. I am going 

10 read Fac'i i>.> u ..t Martrre, and also the 

Martyrdom of Man A Mead has these 
books. 

The people here w ere I am staying 1 
rail Fa ami Ma. and 'hey are very good to 
me. if .-very Chr siian was as good as they 
Ve would have a better world. 

\\\A KOOUN 

A Pertinent Question. 

OUKC.OX. Mas the Hlue (.rass hlade 
li. ne bust.d;" My paper stopped a long 
time ago. I didn't know what the matter 
was. Of course. I was a little behind in 
my dace. If it is still running, send me a 
copy ami I will lead monev for a year. I 
have been kind of 1. st without it. I hope 

11 is still o„ deck aWO. K. I.OrCKS. 

"No Beginning" 

Hy William H Maple 
THE IDENITY OF "GOD" WITH 
TURE DEMONSTRATED. 

in- o„iv nook of Its kind in existence 
Neat cloth btadiag. laJ pag s two sttlklnc 
i lustra' ions. 76 cents, paper binding 35 
'ins. postpaid. 

INGERSOLL BEACON « O^ 

79 I A 3 A 1. 1 F 8T r«Mf 



CHALLENGE TO DEBATE. 

"That the Hebrew God and Nature, or the 
Material Universe Are the Self-Same 
Thing." 

l-'or terms, address 

MARION W. MARLEY, Bucklin, Kan. 



The Good the Blade is Doing 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 

By mall, postpaid $1.50 ptr Jfeor in advance 

Klva bOO y<-ariy subscribers at one remiltam m, 11.00 MU)h. 

Five trial subsn iptions sent in w ith one remittance, for six 
mm. nth-. 50 centn each 

Trial subscriptions. II cu ts per month 

Foreign subscriptions, postpaid. $2 00 ptr FOOF 



ADVERTISING RATES. 

OM m<h. single column. 1 insertion. 60 cents; one month, 01 four 
lOM lions, $1.00. six months $6.06, one year. $8.00. 

Quarter ooluraa, single, i Lnoortlofi, IS.M; on* month, $4 oo; six 

months, 120.00; one year, $30.00 

Hall column, whota column, or large: idvortloomsnti at 1900101 
fates upon nppllpttlon. 

The publisher has the right to reject any and all idVtrtlSOfllOBU 
offend. 



GENERAL EUSINESS RULES- 

A LI SUBSCRIPTIONS to the BktdO will be discontinued at tbl 
expiration of the term for Which the ■UbaorlptlOD bSJ b—D pslfl 
|p in advance. Tin- :Mid:e88 .slip on the popOT will sliov\ IUb 
■Clibon the date of expiration of subscription Hack Dtimbsn 
or numbers omitted will be sent, if asked for upon renewal ii 
• use of discontinuance 

■HOI'LD ANY II IISCR1BEI1 ohanff Ml or btr adders, advise thi 
oifi. e, gi\ing both old and new address, as desired. 

THE OFF1CH of publication of the Btsda is at 1^0- 11* North Urns 

atone Street, Lexington. Kentucky, to which all Fi eelhuiki 1 1 w 

be given a hearty arOMOOM 
THI BLADI is enteid at the POOtoAot at Lexington, Kentucky, as 

second-class mailing matter. 
A DOMBMI all CX>MMUK1CAT10NI i«>> THI BLU1 ORAM BJ auk 

K o. box M, Lexington, Ky. 



THE UOU.ND VOLUME. 

During- the coming week the fint leu copies oi the bound 
volume of the Blade for 11>U8 will be urn of the binder 9 ! 
bands and mailed to those who lubaeribod among the first 

If you fail to receive your OOpy a- Speedily SI VOU think 
vou ought t<>, we ask a little patience until we can recover 

the copies of 1 1m- issues desired to complete the work, si 
snnounoed in oui issue of last week 



MOKK PREMIUMS OFFERED. 



The present year ii to be i teat of the ability of the 

Ulado to .sustain itself ami make of itself I li x« •< 1 ;J ml per 

manent inititution in the world of Freethought 
Preferablji we would aooomplith tbii result by our own 

-effort, but the one great object, the one -top neoeSSaVJf Li 

to get the Blade into move homes, to secure for it i wider 
constituency, i wider circle of readers and friends. To 
iieeomplisli this we must have the hearty co-operation of 
all who are interested in the triumph of Freethought 

principles. 

Realising that many friends willing to work for the 
Blade, willing to secure new lubseriben for it, would not 
accept :i money payment from us therefor, or i commission 
out of the subscriptions paid, we decided to oiler end givi 
handsome china sets as premiums for a given number of 



lew subscribers. Have you read our announcement of 
these premiums I If DOt, do so now. These china sets w ill 

be purchased by 11- from the Limoges China Company, 
t Bebring, Ohio, and lent direct from the factory to the 
friends entitled to them* The premiums will be lent im- 
mediately upon the receipt of the required number of new 

- ibscribere. They ihould interest our lady friends, for 
nothing makei i dining table so attractive as i handsome 
let of ohinaware, and by taking the Soman Odd Mono 

gram let you Can have your initials in monogram put on 

everj piece. Tbii gives an individuality and a personality 

to then all your own. At the same time it keeps you in 

close remembrance of the Blade, itself* 

A- sn incentive for our friends to aid us m the work 
of increasing the subscription list, we have decided i" 
offer two additional sets <d* ohinaware for a certain num- 
ber of subscribers. The additional sets are a French Drip 

Coffee let, composed of lil cups and six saucer-, cake plate, 
and drip coffee pot, all in china, of exceptional rich design, 
;•! a retail value of $4.00 per let They are in beautiful 
Colors, rich, attractive and fascinating* The Other i> known 

- a Game Bet, beautiful china, with bird- in their natural 

colon burnished on each piece, a different design on each. 

Thia con-ists of six game plates and two dishes, edges in 
(preen or brown SOCOrding to individual taste. With these 
our premium list will now be as follows: 

For 10 New Bubscriben Etoman <h>id Monogram, 
China Dinner Set. *2 pieces, valued at $ S J><>. 

For 7 New Bubscriben Noon Time Dinner Set, China, 
valued at $5.00, !•"» pieces. 

For 5 New Bubscriben French Drip ('otic.', I I piece-, 
of handsome design, value. I at $4.00. 

For 5 Now Bubscriben Game China Set, ^ pieces, 

valued at $4.00. 

No better china-ware ia offered in the United States el 
the price- quoted, and we trust readen and subscribers, 
one and all, will make a demand upon us for one of these 
lets, for in the process both -ides will be distinct gainers. 

W rite and tell 01 which of the set- VOU intend to WOrll 
for, and a- IOO0 a- VOU have -cut. in the number Of n< vv 

lubseriben called for, we will have it lent to you, all 
chsrgi - prepaid* 

Qet busy. There il OO hotter time than to begin right 
f%OW t Swell the Blade during L909 so thai there can he 

no further question of it- future. 



WHAT A CHILD CAM Do. 

The brief article on the bible appearing in this issue 
from Anna Koglin, an eleven year old girl, points almost 

conclusivel) to what must happen if our children are 
permitted to read and analyze the bible in its entirety. To 
read selected portions only furnishes but partial knowledge 

of the book, ami on such partial knowledge, belief i- built. 
If tin- little girl wishes to express her view - on the bible, 

from lime t«» time, a- -he stale-, the Blade <"lumns are 
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open to ber, and it will bi interest lug to many older people 
especially students, to watch the development of her indi- 
vidua! ideas along the lines suggested 

The letter was written in clear, plain legible hand- 
w rili nu, for one so young, indicating that her foster 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. .). \V. Kruschke, long tin *' Liberals, 
are nut neglecting the child's opportunities for an 
education, 

Write again, little one, it* you wish. 



maim: AN NIVERSAJtt . 

Next Friday, January 29, will be the L7ttnd ftnniversarj 
of the birth of Thomas Paine, foremost among the ck w ted 
champions of human liberty thii great world has bn >wn. 
Let the day be celebrated with fitting ceremony and confer 
all possible honor to the occasion. 

It is nut the birth, but the life of tin individua that 
ui&kes it i pleasing duty to others to celebrate the pvunt 
Regarding the birth <>f Paine in this light, m i h-ncfautot 
U> i'u race, then the 89th day of January, I ?#••', *hould be 
held ai a daj sacred u* humanity, for upon it. among the 
thousands who struggled into being, there came one who, by 
hi- devotion to principle, by his spirit <d self taorifico, li ft 
the world better, richer and happier than ho hud fonnd it. 

During the present Week many gathering* will « lield 
throughout America t (> commemorate the day i t' ..Inch we 
speak. These are now annual event.-. Many lire made* 
permanent in character. Fear bj year these gatherings 
increase in number, s happy omen for th 1 future*, |jojnt* 
ing i • i the ultimate recognition of Paine'i a^reat unices to 
the republic by the masses of the American people. Paine 
will be then more widely read and more snmenilly under- 
stood and appreciated. The people will then know and 
proclaim 1 1 1« * truth. They will denounce Ei«io>»ovt.ll is s 
malicious slanderer, misrepresenting s grand und ucible 
character in American history, 

afore important, perhaps, at this time, is s thorough 

determination upon the part. of all admirers of Thomas 

Paine, to secure the best possible medium for a centen- 
nial celebration, an opportunity that may never return to 
anj person now living! As we have previously written, 
the L00th anniversary of Paine'i death, will come In June 
of the present year. An agitation for i national gathering 

has been Started by the Maine Memorial and Historical 

Association, It' it is to result creditably, all must take 
part. Money i-- needed to defray expenses, Talented speak- 
ers must be leoured, Programs will have to he prepared. 
Other detaili need to be carried out Hard work is neoes 
iar) to pn.vide for all these things and money will be 

wanted to pay expenses, 'The officer! of the Association 

are willing to render t he necessary labor, but they need 
financial help from all. The Blade will gladly receive 
and acknowledge contributions for the purpose here indi 
oated and transmit the same to the proper persons, The 

centennial mUSt l>o held. It must he made a IU000SS. 



What will he the judgment future generations .-.hall put 
upon the Freethinker- m!" the present in America, if we 
permit this Occasion and the opportunity to go by un- 
heeded | 

Think of it, ye Freethinkers of America] No people 
owe much t<> Thomas Paine, as the people of our Re- 
public For American liberty hi- Common Sense was 
written, lli> Right! ,,t' Man was a challenge to political 

tyrrany, Hi- sixteen pamphlets, The Crisis, written by 
the light of a military ( imp tin-, sent a thrill through 

every American heart, like an electric shock, and our 
liberty resulted. That greatest and grandest of all, The 
Age of I teason, was dedicated to tin* American people and 
entrusted to them. What man has dune SO much! Who 

could have done morel It' ever an emergency arose for 
immediate and energetic action by the Freethinkers of 

America, an emergency UOW confronts them. Kousn ye; 

life and action must come. 

We have deeme I it advisahle to OSS OUT columns for the 

purposes here given, instead of indulging in repetitious 
arguments concerning the lite and character of Paine. 
Fully one hundred orators in different part- of the country 
will hear eloquent testimony to these before the ooming 
week expires, Fret thinkers are ooi familiar with them. 
Much a- we love to tell the itory of the great man's 
illustrious career, ws regard the proposed centennial a- of 
vastly more importance at this time. 

Suppose we itart a fund, to he called The Blade Paine 
fundi If you approve of it there i- no better time to start 
it than right now. Every copper so received will he sen! 

direct to those in charge of the Centennial and our reader* 
will know that it has gone to tin- proper channel. 

A- we ean always gather some wisdom from a multitude 
of counsel, idea- and luggestions might be given and made 

as to the best manner of holding the Centennial. In the 
fait place it OUght t" he held in a locality centrally situated. 
Too far east or loo far west will prevent many from attend 
ing who Would like to do so. 

Coine what may, this opportunity must not DC lost The 
Centennial mUSt he. We owe it tO Paine, we owe it to the 
American people, we owe it to all underneath posterity, we 

owe it to history, and we owe it to ourselves, 

SECTARIANISM, INFIDELITY AND IM- 
MORALITY. 

For tear some objection might he made to the above 
classification of subjects and term-, we beg to Impress upon 

the minds of our reader- that the classification i- not our-, 
hut is a production of, or an emanation from the peculiar 

legislative wisdom owned and possessed by the Kentucky 
( leneral Assembly of [908, 

Russell's Statute-, ssctiou 5698, or section 1868 of John 
D, Carroll'- compilation, being a section of the act creating 
the common public school system of the Oommonwealth, 
reads as follows— 
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"No books of other publicmtiom of i sectarian, infidel or 
immoral character, shall be used or distributed in any eon* 
inon school, nor shall ;m\ sectarian, infidel or Unmoral 
doctrine be taught therein." 

The Morion readi welL It looks inagnanimous on lie 
face. We have no present meani of determining the pre- 
cise legislative intent in ihe use of the term UlfideL The 

(ieueral Assembly mi^ht have Intended to uae "infidel or 
immoral' 1 in the conjunctive or the alternative. A- a 
general proposition the State bai no constitutional or moral 
right to teaeh belief of unbelief in the public schools, 

and it certainly ought not to leach immorality. An. I y«r 

sectarianism will oreep into the daily instructions fed to 
oar children by tin- employment of teachers who are de 

votees of SOtnS particular ami exclusive Christian sect. 

Infideli have never sought, nor do they seek now, to invade 
the little red school bouse with their beliefi or unbeliefs, 
hence, it was a superfluity to legislate against it, though 
deemed, by some, to be i wise proceeding. 

So far as infidels are concerned they are satisfied that 
only a purely Secular Education be afforded the children] 
thai only known truthi should be taught them. All truth 
is infidel enough to the Christian creeds and thus armed, 
our children an- fully safe-guarded from sectarian error 
and strife. The multiplication table is infidel to the doc- 
trine of three in one, and "in- in three. Modem gOQg 

raphy is infidel to the teachings of the old Testament and 

the early Christian church. Ilv-icne is infidel to the belief 

of the sfieaey of prayer, while Geology, Astronomy and 
other branches of modern science given in the higher 
g redes, are rank hen - Li u 

From theee known (acts it will be seen thai the te aching 
of accepted infidel doctrine in our public schools cannot be 
prevented, in -pin- of inhibitive legislation* Infidel dec 
trine is dins taught by eommon eonsenl and with the foil 
knowledge of all the educational authorities of the Com 
rbouwealth* \nd yet, there is neither sectarianism o* mi 
morality connected therewith. Here ii an indication, or an 
implication, that the members of ihe Qeneral Ae*emWy 

enacting the provision quoted, could not Bee fat umh.i. 

into the subject to really know and understand *hit they 

WCH' (loin:;. 

As infidelity is actually being taught, and must be 
taught, we may infer that sectarianism and immorality, 
heavenly twins, were properly excluded from the cumou 
lum «»f 'he public schools >i Kentucky. 



THE M I N I AL CONFLICT, 
Viewing tin- intellectual battle of ihe pas) lew genera 

tkms we must not he unmindful of ihe fact that the scene 

of activity is continually changing, the base of operation- 
continually shifting* The same <':<n be said of the partioi 
pants, those irho must take :i prominent part in the fray. 
Every effort to bridge 'he gulf that exists between science 
and theology has met with utter failure, and every decade 



>«-es that gulf growing continually wider. 

Ii is but s few short yean since scientists were compelled 
to seek and establish i harmony between geology and 

(u ne-i- that geological facts might he accepted. Today 

the attack oomes from the other side and theologians are 
occupied in an effort to reconcile Genesis with geology. 
\ T or is this all, for the assaults that have wrecked the old 
testament, have been launched against the new testament to 
Mich an extent that the bible is no longer regarded as * 
divine emanation, but i book written absolutely hy man 
for man and to enable some men to dotninat i over other 
men. The bible, as s whole, has bad the supernatural 
ruled out of it and must be subjected to scientific criticism, 
intellect has won only after s long and bitter struggle, 
until, today, the battle is now practically left so the advo- 
cates of the different theologies themselves, with man ol 
science as mere spectators, indifferent as to what the out- 
come will he. 

Many living today will he able to recall the fad that 

infidels, not so very long ago, were required to make 

some sort of an apology for the beliefs or unbeliefs they 

held. Now the believer is almost compelled to apologias 

for the fact of his belief, and this i» the direct result 

of intellect mil effort The majority of men, who are 

really indifferent concerning orthodoxy, may regard Jesus 
a* some sort of ;< vague historical character, ubout which 
fanciful tales have been constructed, but they will he ready 
..i anj time to Question, and express serious doubts, about 
In- alleged divine origin and miraculous disappearance from 
Rftfth. By almost common consent these doctrines are 
tacitly rejected, and the man who does reject them, because 
of their plain absurdities, is not required to offer anything 
ai ;i substitute This oleaveage has gone into the inter 
mil elements of religious organisations, which must lead 
to an unsettling of religious faith, out of which tin; new 
religion of humanity, if it may be called i religion, must 
oome. 

Christian tradition has long since tact its hold upon the 
public mind. Men an- more interested in the things of 
today than they are in the things of yesterday* They 

refuse to recognise the past a^ a dominant factor for pres- 
ent good Experience alone can direct men in the proper 
direction for the common good The past mar be studied 

with profit, SS indicating what we should strive to emulate 
and that which we OUght to avoid if we would bring human 
happiness to itfi full limit. Happiness is not to he found 

in orthodoxy; history atone will prove that to be a fact. 
U happiness Is not s mere ignus fatui, but s condition to 

be actually reached, tlien we BlUSt look for it outside 

of and beyond all religions. No religion known to man 
was e\er instituted or established upon proper, binding 
authority. All are of human origin and :dl hold certain 

fundamental principles in common. They may vary iii 

detail and it is this very detail that creates sectarianism, 
divisions and sub-divisions of one system, and between 
these sectarian votaries the fight will he prolonged. 



Free institutions are aids bo freedom of thought For 
tlii> reason alone, America ihould be the reougniied leader 
in 'the Freethought movement In thoae oountriei where 
absolutism prevails, there can be little freedom of thought 
Chattel slavery ii n uecessary ooiicomitani of mental 
slavery. The mind, like the body, must be tree, neither 
knowing or recognising a master. Physical revolutioni 
have struck the fetten from human hands, and religious 
revolutions are required to remove the shackles from the 
human mind. Given liberty of mind and there can be no 
tj ranny. 

Liberty and not theology ii the enthusiasm of thii 08t> 
tury and the careful student may safely predict raat men- 
tal changes before many more yean shall have passed. 
The direction which these qualities of enthusiasm will 
take Ii determined by die pressure of the age In which 
they appear. The lack <d* oohesiveness among the elements 
of orthodoxy point to Inn one conclusion, an ultimate ami 
speedy dissolution and death of the whole system. 

Still our work is not done In fact we may truthfully 
say that it ii onlj just actually beginning. Religions die 
hard. Thej are .1- bitter and poisonous in their dying 
gasps as they could possibly be in the days of their greatest 
strength. The struggle, the determination, not to give up, 
induces unusual methods to prolong life and power and 
we must be fully prepare I to meet the orthodox foe at every 
turn. One mistake, one error, one act of neglect, one art 
of indifference on bur part, at 1 fatal moment, may 
defer the glorious oulmiuations for which wo strive for 
many years and carry the war over to another century. 

THE EDITOR'S LECTURE DATES. 



Tin latter part of January the Blade's editor will start 
out for another lecture campaign in Ohio. It i> to be 
hoped that the officers of the Buckeye Secular Onion will 
take all possible advantage of these opportunities and 
organise 1 number of local clubs under its auspices. At 
this writing, the dates and places will be a- follows: 

January 80, [Jhrichsville, t >hio. 

January 81, I tonnison, t )hio. 

February 1 ami 5, Canal Dover, Ohio, joint debate with 
Rev, Leander B. Keyser, Lutheran minister. 

February 8, Chardon, or sfiddlefield, Ohio. 

Ararngementi are also in progress for lectures at Circle 
\ illo, Matfilton, ICoConnelsville and Marietta. 

An m tmi of this trip, and of the debate, will be 

given in these (•••limine and friends desiring lectures on die 
return journey, are requested to communicate with the 
Blade at the earliest possible date. 

A- ;i result of tin- reaignation "I Rev. \V. I\ Hinea 
from the pastorate of the Calvary Baptiat Church, in this 
city, as told in the Blade, recently, sixty-seven members 
have withdrawn their membership, ami Lexington papers 
reported that as the recalcitrants wen- leaving the church 
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edifice the balance of tin- congregation sang, "Oh, happy 
day." The appropriateness of <!"• line- might not have 
dawned upon their minds, and it might have been inten- 
tional. Who knows I 

THE EMERGENCY FUND. 



Previously acknowledged | 7.."»<> 

.1. s. ( 'arnahan 1.00 

Mrs. .loan I;. Harmon 1.60 

V. K. Stone 1.00 

Total $1 1,00 



One of the greatest enemies to liberty i- license. 

Humanity is one whole ami not until Lasarns i> com* 
I lotely cured will I lives be laie, 



Whatever you an-, whatever yon do. let it grow out of a 
Irm root of truth planted in tin- strong -«>il of reality 
watered from the springs of justice. 



[1 it nut true, as Tennyson remarked, that "there lives 
more faith in honest doubt, believe me, than in half the 
creeds P' Then stand up and he counted on the right side. 



It is only the superstitions of men that invite the inv 
pudence of ecclesiastica] power. So long a- superstition 
exists this Impudence will not fail to assert itself. On this 
hypothesis only run the parson succeed. 



We are in receipt of the first issue of a new paper 
devoted to advanced thought, entitled the Wind of Life. 
It i> published by The Life Publishing Company, of St. 
Louis. It deals with life as ir i- ami not as some people 
believe it is or should be. 



Upon reading the first few chapters «»t' Dr. Eauaman's 
new book on evolution, •'in* readers will he In a position to 
Judge "t" its great raluc a- a contribution to advanced litera- 
ture, an exponent of the Positivist philosophy, and its 
individual merit One thusand copies will be printed ami 
bound. Advance subscription! to the book at $2.00 <'a<*h 
w ill save yon postal charges. After the book Is issued tire 
purchaser will be asked to pay the postal charges in add) 
tion thereto, The Blade entertains a high opinion regard- 
ing this work and bespeaks a careful perusal. The indorse 
ment of Prof, Saeokel should be enough without any opinion 

from 119. 
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Che Blade's Correspondence 



but overlooked the matter. If you print 
Laddtl and Wettstein's latest writings in 
pamphlet form, 1 will take 25 of each. 
With ng you sucep s in all your under tak- 
J. S. CAKNAHAN. 



CELEBRATE PAINE'S BIRTHDAY 



In a few days » e birtiida. innlverMX] 
of *he great* >i and DOblOOt e h a in piou of 
Liberty tbat OTCf nod tlM BOItP, or the 
green fields Of North Ann ika, will be BP 0 
M 1 rtipiOtftUlj urge upon ail who k>fi 
and honor the name, menioi\ and sei vices 
of Thomas Paine to celebrate that day, 
Friday, January 29th, in whatever wn> thej 
may deem prudent and acceptable. If 
you are unable to secure a ipookor, thM 
spiel some yourselves. You can get a copy 
of his works and read aloud i hose stirring 
and heart-thrilling words of his, especially 
from the Age of K« ason. a boot that ha3 
dug the grave of the prt OO tno od I have 
a few QQpIll l n hand and aould be glad 
10 sell them to thOM who wisli to bi I ft" 



B. O. FENTON 



Chrrdon, O. 



Takes a Bound Volume. 

NEW YORK— Enclosed herein please 
find my cheque for $.'{.50 for one of your 
bound volumes. The illustrat ion I alone art' 
worth the money. If i: doc, not con'ain 
pictures of my old first Freethought friends. 
Horace L Of — and ThfOOJ Ann Oreoi 
his noble wife, I shall be | ... lull, disap- 
pointed. That illustration ought to bi 
from the quarto-size photo, taken of him 
and his family, and Col. Ingersoll and his 
family, in a group of v. hie I have one. 

Also, I have hound velum- s of Brother 
Green's "Free llllllkef'l htOffftfhW (later 
"The Fl eet bought Magazine - ), Mist pub 
lished by him at Salamanca, lp this county, 
then in Buffalo, and lastly in Chicago. — E. 
1). NORTHRTTP. 




From an Old Friena. 

OREGON.— You will pl«*M :ind IMlOMd 
$1.50 for the Blue Grass Blade, to begin the 
first of the year. I know it must he battel 1 
than it ever was, with all of its old con- 
tributors and John R. Charleaworth a 
Editor. He delivered leetutes in this eity 
I think about 10 years IfO, which WWt il 
good as I ever heard, and I have had the 
pleasure of hearing some of onr v< r\ bl ' 
Please be so kind as to remember DM to 
him. When he was here, he called at my 
home, a visit which I enjoyed very much. 
I remember him as a bright young DIM 
and a fine talker. I am as ever ICRS, A 
DePEATT. 



Wants a Bound Volume. 

KANSAS 1 wain the bound volume of 
the Blftdf -so much tfcAt I can t retrain from 

ftikliil you to Mre it for dm until the L&tc 

Of t hi.- month. a> m\ r. nt is due at 1 1 a: 
time. 1 !)♦ a 1 will Mud jrO* two dollars. 
U you suggest in the issue of Dec. 20, *08, 
as I have been a subscriber to the same 
for a number of year*, And may it live 
long to scatter light to the benighted.- 
ELLA P 1 1 1 'NT. 



Mrs. Closz Wants One Too. 

IOWA.— Inclosed find $::.."iO in money on!. 
for bound volume of made. Kindh Mttd 
me two or three extras of Jan :',d. Com 
pUmtnti of the mmobI HARRIET M. 
CLO0I. 



Would Santa Claus, Somel 

1»Y. — Enclosed lind twu doil 11 9, I Or w hich 
plea e m lid me 2b cents worth, each, of 
the Blade of dales, Sept urns, and Nov. 
1, ri08i fifty cents worth of these two is- 
iUOO, containing 'How Saints Are Made, 
and "The Birth of Christ," which I desire 
to send tO friend.-, mil the balance, $1.50, 
apply on my subscription. Soxt month I 
will do better. A W6ddill& sickness. Santa 
Clausing, etc , piev. nts my doing better 
now. With bOft ■ i hes, your friend — T. 

L <;ivan. 



Memorizing the Bible. 

COLORADO* i enctoee dipping of tiie 

DOftVOr Tribune. What do ) ou think of it? 
Think ot | mere baby of 7 years memoriz- 
ing HOI h ide vt i es. parrot like. for the 
little victim to an abominable superst it inn 
can't possibly understand the stuff. Should 
this worse than usehss waste of energy 
be continued a \ear or two longer, the 
prospects for the mental development of 
this unfortunate baby are gloomy indeed. 
And this is true of the rest of the bunch 
of prize winners mentioned in the clipping. 
Mi r§ || a legitimate ease ior the S. P. C. C. 
but of course nothini will be done. As to 

thi ; <iuit idiots of the ohuren ta queotkm, 

they are alread\ b< yoml hope LOUS 
KNAPP, M. D. 



Blade and Emergency Fund. 

OHIO, Please find OBOlOHO 1 |M0— fl.M 
for Pine Crass BUdt from Nov. 1H8, to 

Not. WOP; the other dollar for the Bmer- 

EmC) Fund to help p*] MMB* poor devil's 
sub. Would have sent my 



Inquire of George Longworth. 

I'ENN. ■KnclOQOd find check for one dol- 
lar to pay w.iat 1 owe on Dr. Wilson's 
book. 1 don't know what i> the matter 
with the Freethinkers in Philadelphia. 
Suppo.se they have ; 11 gone to sleep.and 
have forgot to set the alarm. 1 can't find 
them or 1 wiuid give them a punch. Have 
boon to IM Wallace Street at least a dozen 
linns io off Mr. Elliott, but could never 
find him in. Told his friend why I wished 
t0 pot him, that 1 wanted to know where 
the Kreet hinkers' meeting places were. He 
n pin d that Mr. E. could not tell me, as he 
did not go with them. So am at a loss to 
know where they are. Have been here 
tWO months and have not found them yet. 
Am aha d the Popes bull-dogs have run 
tin in into their noles and they have pulled 
their hobs in alter them. As they are 
i ot afraid of brimstone, 1 hardly think they 
could be smoked out even if we could find 
the place i b< ire 'he> went in. I judge that 
the onl> tfelnf to do in order to get them 
out is to muzzle the dogs, and as you are 
an expert in that 1 m\ we call for your as- 
sistance. Tiny could hardly give you a 
great amount of trouble, as they are not 
fericious; and if you could find some ten- 
(I. r virgin to bring with you. it would bo an 
. uj job. for they ore very partial to that 
Kind of a diet. INO. S. RYERS. 



TOM PAINE MEMORIAL BANQUET, 



( Li lt no. i. BUCKET1 MDCVLAB UNION 
drill Celebrate lbe 171st Anniversary 

of Tom Paine'8 Birth 
In lieatty's Restaurant. Dennison, O. 

Sunday. January alst, at 12 o'clock, noon. 

PROGRAM. 

1 The Spirit of the Times . I e S se I\ White 
•1 'Tom Pfttae'l Exposition ot the Proph- 
ecies A. C. Narragon 

|, '|\ m Paine, the Patriot, 'he Author, the 
Deist John R. Charlesworth 



Mr 

You are respectfully invited to be 
preeenf ami Iftttel in honoring the greatest 
man of his a*'-. 

CEO. O. ROBERTS, 
Chairm; n of Committee. 



BLUE GR.lss BLADE 



13 



MERITORIOUS 

Advertising Atlrocls Business 

The right kind of goods and prices to suit mean success 
but you must let the people know what you have 

We 

Clinton Advertising Co. 

I fl C O I" J) O f 1 \ C * (.1 

Louisville, Ky. Lexington, Ky. 

Art Calendars, Leather Goods 
Aluminum Wares, Buttons, Rulers 

In fact everything that will tell the people where you are 
and the kind of business you are engaged in 

Special Designs for Freethinkers, if Desired 

Docs your business pay? Do you wish it to pay" better? Then 
don't hide it. Write us for information. 
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Naumann Orchestra 



The People's Press Give 'Em Fits. 



ft D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

\N\\\ L xai'max. Piano. 
OTTO S. N'AUMAN. Cornet or Clarinet. 
Other instruments added if desired. 



Fearless in ita advocacy of Kreethouifht 



Ker 500 pieces of the latest music suit- 
e for any program, always on hand. 
Lock Box 800. Phone 

SIGOUKNEY, IOWA. 

THF PROCESSION of PLANFTS 

[ llK ^ IS THE GREAT NEW BOOK IF YOU ^ 1 ^ 

wonde. why ihe Einh moves, write to tbe author for a 
.escrintlnn of It: It shows the true millions nf matter. Address 
• RA V.LIN II. HEALl), Station A. LOS ANGELES. Calilon... 



THE 

A BC of Religion 

A COLLECTION OF POEMS 

a Type-Written Family Bible Without 

Policy or Piety 
But Full of Common I 

By JOSEPH HAIGH, 

Chebanse, Illinois. 
25 CENTS. 



FREETHOUGHT FUNERALS 



IN THE HOUR OF GREAT NEED. 



Following is a list of the namcB and ad- 
dresses of Liberal speakers who are pre- 
pared to conduct funeral services over the 
remains of deceased Freethinkers. 

On account of probable delay it would 
be advisible to call them by telegram. 

Josephine K. Henry, Versailles, Ky. 

Dr. J. B. Wilson, 206 East Fourth Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Parker H. Sercombe, Editor Tomorrow. 
Ill East 56th Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

John R. Charlesworth, Lexington, Ky. 

Marion W. Marley, Bucklin, Kansas. 

A. J. Clausen, St. Ansgar, Iowa. 
J. C. Hannon, ;i575 Wallace St., 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

stanberry Alderman, McConnellsville, O 

H. H. Lane, 292 N. From Bt, \'ew Haven, 
Conn. 

HOLIDAY RATES 
via 

QUEEN & CRESCENT ROUTE 



Tickets on sale December J 8, 19, 23, 24. 
25, 30, 31, and January 1, limit January 6, 
Ask agents for particulars. 
W. C. RINEAR80N, 



Published weeklv at 1 1 1 Blue Nlsnd Aw 
, Chicago, 111. 

J. B Lenau Publisher 

Official paper of the Materialist A**oHitior 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, It.oo a Yea- 
Subscription, 50 Cents a Year. 

Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity jf a life time for women 
who love good clothes. 

High School girls can obtain their grad- 
uation dresses without cost; working girl* 
and married women may secure fine fall 
or summer drr-v I 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
Rona fide offer— no fraud, no grafting or 
disagreeable duties to perform. 
For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 

247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. SHEAGREEN 



Marriage and Divorce 

OSEPH1NE K. HENRY 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 

Thousands of copies oi this up-to-da * 
pamphlet are now In circulation In '1 
United States and England. It treatr It 
forcible style of the most important p. jh 
lem before the American people. It shojlr* 
be read by both married and single, by al! 
men and women who desire domestr 
conditions. 

All orders promptly filled by the autho/ 
1 Copy 25 Cents. 5 Copies One Do' 

FOR THINKERS WHO THINK 



SEicDS 



Buokbee's "Full of Lite" Northern i.k.ui 
Pedigreed Beedi b ive i reparation .-i - irso 
•uccwwiul seed growing behind them, it pays t< 

plant the- best. 
Seasonable- S|>et tallies: — 

Earliest K- <l Val- nliu.- . . « , <> Kushel 

k.uiK<« — Bstrs Karl] . . u.as Bushel 
New atringless Green Pod . 13.70 Bushel 
Wardwelll Imp Kidney Wax L so Bualu l 



L.75 Bushc 
14 s<j BmsbsI 

f j.SO Bushe' 
i-, go Mush. , 
/ Bu*h< I 
| 5 oo Bush. I 



Das is New White Was 
Carrie's Kusl Proof Wax 
PKA8 
Extra F.arly Alaska . . 
N. w Early Gradus . . . 
Horsford'a Market Gardi 
Bm kiu . 's Lightning l-.xpress 
Lettuce. Radian. Tomato and a lull lint- d 
Seeds, rlaotsaiid Bulhs at lowest growing prices. 
Bead sot cosa plate catalogue <»r sni.mit a list of 

V< i! u'juirements and will quote prices. 
Buy direct from the grower— Sa\e Money. 
Write today. Mention w,m | - • 1 •< ■ - 

H. W. BUCKBEE 




That's what "THK 

BCARLET BHADOW, 
Walter Hurt's prreat r«rt 
leal novel, doas to the 
to. cea of u'jrotry and su- 
pti Stilt kMI. And the see 
ular pn>s« of the country 
goakded by the church 

•lament, is throwing: a 

over It. tOO. No oth^r 
novel of this decade Ifeftl 
be«'ti so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 

li sufficient p oof that l< 
i* nil riKht it has eft 
s>ted 1 tenaotlow in con- 

H.rv.itivp rip-lea and 
anm-d consternatlor 

among Ihe elergy. 

It Is enthuslastlcall 
endorsed by leadlm 
it. slthtnkere through 

out the world TOU «1 
Mio« tiow Hint oan write and In thfs bool 
he is al 111! host. It Is an elA K :,nt voluno 
fit to omametll the flneat library; containing 
Itl pOgeO, printed on tif>avy e«K-shell paper 

and bonne in oa-blood cloth. 
PHee n.fio, postpaid 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky 



Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYIN< 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE STATE. 

Do yon W*n\ I 111 acre farm? 

Do you want i' in Afh.ns. County, Ohio? 

Do \ou want th< bfJtl of soil? 

Two itorjf double btni, almost new Also 
six room (arm house (Rood condition) 
Abundance of best water throughout farm 
Two w. lis one cistern; Rood out-buildings. 
Entire farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturage, apples and 
peaches, In ooator of coal field. Two 
■baftl mile east, another going down; 
4 shafts J 1 •• miles north and northwest, an/ 
1! more going down. Coal 8 feet to 14 feet 
never less than 8 feet. One-quarter mil 
«, pike (now); Itt miles to county sent- 
Athent — 8,000 inhabitants. Junction K. A 
If., H. i O . and H. V U. R. in Hockinfk 
Valley. Heirs are going to sell at once 
Bring check hook; you can't keep from buy 
Inf. Ball as low as $50 per ICTO. 

Ubeni O. H. S. LARCH, M. D. 



The Wage Slave 



v ■« lalta* Weekly, that advr.catea Indus 

trial IrdonlHro. 

Ran nluttonory to the n,r<>. 

EDITED BY A FREETHINKER 

The enemy or svsertfctaf tha 

•'X tnt i r<K SOdal or.le.r. 

s.-nd for sample oopy 

Id reel Tbe Waae flave Bo 

A M. tJTlHio.v 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



15 



Be sure and 8ubscrln* For 

Secular Thought 

i Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
ciam in Politics, Science anH Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN 8ECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO 8ECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kditor - - J. Spencer Ellis. 
Published at 185% Queen St. West, To 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum. In 
advance; single copies. 10 cents. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
pnrtment should he addressed — 

J. Spencer Kills. "Secular Thought," 
185*4 Queen St. West. Toronto. Can 
All Business communications, orders for 
^ooks, printing, etc., should he addressed — 



C. M. BLLIt, Proprietor and 
Secular Thought, 

185H Queen St. West, 

Toronto. Can 



DIAMONDS 



Order of me and save money I deal with 
the best cutters and largest importers 
direct; have forty years* experience; am 
an accura'e judge and analyst of thOM 
beautiful gems, and diagnose them In all 
their most delleate and intrinic characters. 
I now do not carry stock, but buy the 
goods for cash as I receive the orders, thus 
obtaining best discounts. This saves In- 
terest on capital invested. •-.■nts. salaries 
and the large per cent of loss lncicb n r a I 
to and unavoidable by all dealers who carry 
stock. The small commission I will charge 
you for my time, facilities and judgmmt 
will be trifling in comparison to the savings 
between the prices your retail Jeweler 
IIUiT charge you and mine. Semi me a 
trial order. l>>n receipt of goods compare 
with others, and if not satisfactory, return 
and get your money. Diamonds remount 
ed In la est artistic designs at lowest prices. 
Full value allowed for old jewelry. 

Send for cut prices of Watches, Dia- 
monds. .Jewelry, Silver. Plated or Optical 
goods, Kree Thought and ('her Badges, 
Ingersoll spoons and my famous tract: 
• Theism In The Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETT8TEIN 

o„ III. 




SEEDS 

Fresh. Rtl.abie.Pure 
Guarantee to Pltase 

I v. -v e ir.i«»ner »H'l 

Plant. rn) ul<lte«tti 



I 



r taofOur 
< . roi 'i s«r. Is. 
SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR 10 CCP,^ 
.• w i! • i po». paid our 
FAMOUS COLLECTION 

. r t. I ■ Saab* ... o» 

I r Ire* . "Os 

I I Iff » I »! laMmf . t« 

• • - ; • '• • • i • , bM » -it i • . . » * 

t \t\ . si ■ I ..»•.. rr Her4* . it 

If 

o ' tasj "» < «"i»« i • »> i- i • »• • * • r-4 

.nf si i mm ■ i "i in - » ' 
l-otiivr villi our V w m.t |i,.tr...-ive i.m • 

OH V SOU I'MI UN HI 
I .m I SOM It. 
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TO MORROW MAGAZINE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK. 

TO-MORROW iii.es tii.t ih .iw t ts inspire- 
tion from Tradition, Mystieiera, Super- 
stition or Custom. It is 
A Journal of Rationalism. 

DoftUng with the questions of Life from the 
impersonal standpoint, ami accepting the 
scientific interpretation of all phenomena. 

TO-MORROW is not for thoec who arc 
partisan,- n..t for those who are wetl.le.l 
to some pet belief or ism,--not for these 
who arc governed by fear ef God or of 
Public Opinion. 

TO-MORROW is for Free Souls, for Men 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 
in Harmony with Nature's Laws. 
Band Lfi cuts for Three Months Trial 
Subscription and our Special Book Offer. 
10c the Copy. $1.00 I be War. 

TO MORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
IM B. 50th St., CHICAGO, ILL. 



The Woman and 
The Prospector" 



Is the title of 



man and 



chilil should reail. It ifcould ba in the hamls 
..f all who are opposeil to siij>«t st it ion and 
graft, as it is a protest Igailltl vaccinal ion, 
vivisection, medical legislation and the ad- 
ministration of drug! to human being*] at 
the same time points out the only method 
for the cure of the cnsuinpl ivc. Th% book- 
let is really free, hut the est ol advertising 
and pottage we figure at 10 cent-;; so if you 

w [ah a eopj . Mud us 1 * » eente, ei •! ua i 111 
land it i<> yon, A. II. PARKER, tlfi 
Croeker Bt.« Log siagalaa, Calif. 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

'f!ie mum being >hort quotations from 
< » 1 1 r- Dear Heavenly Father," "Our Bless* 
ed s.i v. or." "Bsalam'i Ass." "Mary Christ", 
our Friend b O vil," and other person 
~ of sacred memory. 
These ere luitable for sticking on church 
• lew-, an, i other objects wh» re thoy will do 

the moal | l in ipreadtaf the "glad tld 

ings of grea' joy." 

Until April 1. 1909. address— 

PR WKI.1N HKALD. 

Circleville, Ohlc 



Do You Believe 



Thai We Human I are as Important & 

PU-s. Potato* and Pups? 

Dc vou heltere that we "grownups' 
iud evec ihe Children, sh.u.ld know a. 
much about oitTPelvpf ri« %ve know abou 
Fi^he--. Pb»Wvr« an' PtOf»? 

Dc rnu bell*?* In Better Fiogenjr, a More 
ISIevated Race anyway] 

• ' ' _"• for a year's suhserlptloc 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
he m the Van «>f Human Progress. 

Published monthly a' 649 South Malr 
Sr., Lot Angeles, California. U. S. A 
Trinl three monthf 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 3^ 
c. ntl si mips 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

\ .v n Booklet ihowtng up 'he contradlc 
fa laelei of the Christian bible, 
thiol to paM around among 
your religious friends to "jarr their faith 
iud deitroj their Ijodweba Heady Soon. 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 15 
for $1.00. 

\ddress: J. FRANTZ. 
I rtfl Blltl Btrt at, San Francisco, Cal 



SEEDS 



SPECIAL OFFER: 

Made to bulla *ew Huslaeas, Atrlalwtlll 

nuke you our peruiaueut customer. 

• nvsririies; «»*•! 



Prize Collection lU^u^r...,.^ 

' 11 lb* tlnrat ; Tsr.lp. 7 ipUndM ; o>l». s best vane- 
new iu surii « n««rri <c iiuib. tii TsnetK-s id bU. 

atJAsVUiTki i» to i*lic v-t. 
Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 



SEND 10 CENTS 

orsr po«u«« and SMklttf snd isssrss this valuable [ 
-t-. iU ssstaala< losslbst wiih my b>t i 
.truotUe, lUrtuilful Srdm.a Plant Boak, ' 

> thu u,,i . i. •. .s.,d., runu. .tc. k 



OUR MARK FOR 1909 IS TO 

DOUBLE OUR CIRCULATION 

Just Read Over the Beautiful and Valuable Premiums we 
Offer and Make up Your Mind to Get Busy 

Elegant Dinner Sets 

WE MI ST DOUBLE ODB PRESENT CIRCULATION DURING 1909 as \ GUARANTEE 
OF PERMANENCY AND STABILITY. TO THIS END WE OFFER 
[ND1 CEMENTS IN THE WAV OF USEFUL PREMIUMS TO PAY 
YOU FOB THE TIME YOU EXPEND HELPING I S 

PREMIUMS! PUEMUTMS! 

1 Roman Gold Monogram, China Dinner Set, 42 Pieces 

Thfa ia an attraction for every wogaii^Uteful wd Ornamental, Give* the tabic i pretty 
decoration. Good China, Retail* at (8.00 per *et, tnitial letten of owner'a name 
woven in monogram and l-nniislic.l upon every piece in pure gold letter* 

™ 8UB8CRIBERSI ,,. :x SUBSCRIBERS] 

Band ms 10 y ew Yearly 8ub»cril«r* to tl»c- Blade Md W will >,.,„! v of the above 

charge, prepaid. No none) out of your pocket Only , little real .•ilort. ,,,,1 you cat, 
:sf\ tbeaa irithout actnal eoat 

1 Noon-Time China Dinner Set, 45 Pieces 

Thi^aet ia equaUy as attractive aa the other, btri baa .... luouognun. n retaili at 
ptMJO p«r set. Ar. ornament to anj table. 

SEVEN SUBSCRIBERS! SEVEN SUBSCRIBERS! 

v.... on fet this s.-i s,...t to v..,. free, charge* prepaid, by lending ..s eeven new 
....... ...I aubeenbera to the I'.lade. 

TERMS.— 

Writa u that you inter..] working ... ,„„• or cither of tba above dinaac aeta and we 
w,ii eater your bum In ■ book whereon ... credit you for every rabaeriber ron lend and 
ttflj tweord, Subeoriptiona may be tent in ,. any .in,,, and the paper will be n»i ii „ 

" Ul "'" >■"" *™ *■»» i" ""• MqttWte number for either let, i. will be lent ... 

you at one*. 

BUBSORIPTIOK BLAME FORMS WILL BE SENT o \ APPLICATION. 



